Southfield School Board:

- Saved $21 Million For Learning & Cut Taxes

Union Response: A
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Though in Novi, this billboard targets Southfield school issues.

CHRIS JACKETT

Billboard takes on Southfield issdps - in Novi
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*- Southfield’s school board recall
campaign might have ended quietly
— except for the billboard. In Novi.
" Several weeks ago, a nonprofit group
financed the billboard, which criticized
Southfield Public Schools unions for
instigating a now-abandoned recall
-against four school board members for
their support of privatization.

The billboard, however, is near 1-96
Exit 162 — roughly 10 miles from the
- heart of Southfield. i

“We wanted a place where it would
receive maximum visibility — be seen
by numerous motorists,” said Kyle
Olsen of the Education Action Group,
a Muskegon-based 501(c)4 nonprofit
group which advocates statewide on
education issues.

“We aren't saying that privatization is
the right answer for every school district
but, in this case, school board members

saved their district millions of dollars
and then were targeted for recall.”

Ted Peters, president of the Southfield
Education Association, said he hadn’t
seen the billboard, but noted its link to
the Web site MEAexposed.com.

“That’s the Mackinac Center folks,
the old Engler administration folks; the - -
folks who have been opposed to school
unions for years,” Peters said.

Olsen said the EAG wasn' affiliated
with the Mackinac Center, an influen-
tial conservative think tank.

“We are a separate organization,” he
said.

Olsen said the fact that the union
failed to put the recall on the November
ballot “was testament to the fact that
they didn’t get enough signatures.”

s Peters, though, said the decision was
made in deference to a millage renewal
campaign recently added to the ballot.

For those who question the number
of signatures “let ‘em count ‘em,” Peters
said.




